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| To the Reader. 


Y Honoured Friends Mr. Robert Pask and Mr. Thomas Lacy, beinz deſirous to 
Accommoadate Young PraG#itioners ia this Curions Art with a Book of ſmall Price to 
their great Profit, prevail'd with me (who have always endeavoured to Promote the 


Publick Good) to perform this neceſſary Work. So mnumorons , though various 
+ are my Works Publ:ſhed in order tothe Advancement and Perfection of this Curious Art, that 1 
fhould think it time to Appologize for my ſelf for doing ſo much, did not the Fountain of Experi- 
ence produce new pleaſing Streames. But ſome may oblject and ſay, why would he Smut the Re- 
putation of his larger Produttions by bringing wp the Reare with ſo inconſiderable a Trifle ? Tothis 
I anſwer firſt, that 1 count it not leſs honourable to Inſtrutt and Improve the meanes , then to be an 
Inſtrument of ereater Perfeition to the Higheſt, Secondly, cvery one that has ſix Pence to ſpare 
for the Inconragement of his Pratti(e, is not Maſter of half a Crown : and yet even he that has but 
fix Pence may be inriched with a more Noble and Sublime Genius, then he that is Oblig:d to Friends 
I, or Fortune for the vaſt Poſſeſſion of a thouſand Pounds, . 


And were it not a thouſand pitties that ſo Rare an Engine ſhould land motionleſs for want of a 
ſix Penny Inſtrument to ſet it going * Thirdly, That Gallant Youth whoſe lucky hand by imitation 
parallels the Copies in this Book will be fit for any Pen-por formance, from a Fuſtice of the Peace his 
Clerk, to a Secretary of State. | 

Therefore though ſmall this Book doth ſecm 

It may deſerve no {mall Eſteem. 


Such hopeful Endeavourers may incourage their Scientifical 
ſouls with ſuch Verſes as theſe, viz. 


That Gallant Man who all the reſt ſurmounts, 

In thoſe Rare Arts of Writing and Accompts ; 
Needs not intreat, but ma; command the Favour, 
of Name Pecunia whe he pleaſes 10 have Her, 1 


But as for the unprofitable Sons of Sloath, they may behold the Portricture 
of x 202 hopeleſs Inclinations in the enſuing Lines — = 
Fain would I learn to Write, fain would 1 Learn 
Accompts, and what the Nobleſt Minds Concern ;, 
Bnt O,the powerful Charmes of Tdleneſs, 
Do ſo my Limbs, do ſo my Mind oppreſs ; 
That I, contented, lay me down and cry, 
This 4 too hard for me, and That two high, 
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May thoſe whoby Gods Providence and Care, 
Have Learwd already to Write ſomething Fair ; 
Improve by theſe Inventions and Aſpire, 

To the Sublimity of their Deſire. 


And may thoſe Younger Tyros whoſe ſmall Skill, 

- Amounts ſcarce tothe Guidance of the Quill , 
May they Leariz more and more, ſtill mend and mend, 
Where Pains begin, there Gains will crown the End, 


To make a Pen, 


Srnce Curious Letters ina kind Diſtill, 
From the rare Limbcck of awell-cut Quill , 


Learn fir(t to make this uſeful. Inſtrument, 
Excelling Pens produce things Excell:at, 


FT" Akethe firſt, ſecond, or third Quills in the wing 0! a Gooſe or Raven ( thoſe that are 
rouud, criſp and clean, are the beſt ) when you have ſcrapcd off the thin Rinec there- 
ot, wich the back edge of your Pen-knife ; hold it in your left hand with the feather cnd 
from you, then cnter the knife in the back thereof ſloping, and cut off as much in Jength as 
the Quill is in breadch and anſwer that with another cut on the inſide, like and appoſire 
to the former ; then turn the Quill; and enter the edge of your Pen-knite cven inthe back 
thercof, and exactly in che midſt of the half Round ; neither inclining the Blade one way 
TS | —— =» nor 
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nor other, that the Slit may not be made awry, Then put in the Peg of your knife-haft, 
it ic has one for that purpoſe, or the cnd of a whole Quill; and with a ſudden twitch force 
up the Slir, holding your left-hand Thumb hard upon the back of the Quill, to put a ſtop 
I how far the Slir ſhall go, This being done, enter your knife ſfoping in the other fide *Þ| * 
fl above the Slit about twice the breadth of the Quill, and cut away the Cradle-piece , then 
turn the back nyward, and cut down to the end ot the Slit the Check, or Shoulder pieces, 
and in fo doing turn the knife on both {ides towards the back. After this, place the inſide 
of the cnd, or Nib of the Pen upon the Nail of your left-hand Thumb, holding the Quill 
faſt between the fore Finger and middle Finger of that hand. Laſtly, to finiſh the Nib 
| enter the edge of your knife on the back, and near-the ead thereof ſloping, and immedi- 
ately turning the cdge almoſt down-right, cut it off. 


There arc four Conſiaerations in Relation to the Quill. 


1. If che Quill be too hard, ſtcep it a while in water, 

2, If it be too loft, harden it in warme Embers, 

3. Ifir be too thick, pare a ſmall quantity from the back of the Nib, | 

4. If it be to>thin and weak, ſtrengthen the Pen with a ſhort Slit, a ſhort Niby 
and broad ſhoulders, Ents 


Proportion the Pens Nib to every Hand, : aee'oÞ 
And its Rare Motions learn to underſtands 
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How to hold a Pen. 


O14 the Pen in your right hand, between your fore Finger, middle Finger.and. 
Thumb, with the Scoope downwards, Place your Thumb on the left fide higheſt, 


« bowing outward inthe Joynt, Extend your fore Finger almoſt ſtraight 0a the righr ſide 


near the top of the Pen, about a quarter of an Inch further than the ead of your Thumb, 
and near half an Inch from the end of che Nib. Then place your middle Finger under 
the Pen on the right fide abour a quarter of an Inch from the cad of the Nib, Laſtly, 
place your third Finger over your little Finger drawn inward, and move your hand on 
the little Fingers cnd as on its Center , and lct the Pen riſe up between the ſecond and 
third Joynt of your fore Finger, Now here accept of ſome no leſs material Obſervati- 
ons in order to the Aﬀair, viz, 1, Hold your Pen cafily. 2. Move ycur hand lightly. 
3- Turn your hagd outward, or from you. 4. Draw your right Elbow as much toward 
your Body as conveniently as you can. | 


How to (it to Write. 


| Ap right light; or that which comes on the left hand is only fit to write by» 

\ Place your Body fairly eyen before the Desk or Board on which you write ; whoſe 
beſt poſition is to aſcend ſomewhat from you. Bear your head above the ſame; art leaſt the 
diſtance of a Span, look ſtraight forward, neither turning it on one {ide nor other. Lean nor 
your breaſt againſt the the Desk whereon you write. Stay the Paper with your let t.and 
as you write, Keep a Waſt Paper under your hand whereon to try your Pc, > 
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preſerve that from blotting whereon you write. To preyeat ſpilling of Ink, put Cotten 
into your Ink-Horn ; but that will oblige you to view your Pens Nib often for fear of 
hairs, 

| So much for the beſt Poſture how to ſit, 


l | The next concerns Accommodations fit. 


A Pen-knife Razor-Mettle, Quills good ſtore, 
Gum-Sandrick Pewder to pounce Paper ore; 
Tak ſhining olack, Paper more white then Snow, 
Ronnd 2:4 Square Rulers on your ſelf beſtow + 
Small Compa'['s to Rule your donble Lines, 
Wax, Saud, ard Black-L'ad Pens for your Deſizns * 
Thoſe with a willize mind, and read; hand, 

, Will make this Art your Servant at command. 


How to write well. 


_: Very thing being vrepard according to the former DireQions, your Paper being 
2 RuPd with double Lines according to the depth. of the Letters which you intend to 
Write, cither with a Black-Lead Pen , your Compaſles, or the end of an old Pen cur 
Forked. Then begin you imitation with the breaks of the Letters, procecding-gradually 
from part to part till you can Frame and Proportion. every Letter exatly. This Ty 
| 5 | the 
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the rather impoſe upon the Learner as knowing it to be the ſureſt Foundation that can be 
laid in order to the attainment of this Curious 4rt. T hough it may ſeem ſtrange that. 
only the Breaks of the tharp mixt Secretary ſhould conduce to the will Writting of the 
Al-a-mode Round Hands, yet to an ingenious diligent Practitioner it will not prove ſo 
'l) ſtrange astrue, For [ have tound by Experience in Teaching that the Learners Hand 
being a while Habicuated to this Form of Character, that any other hath been cafily at- 
tainable. The minums v7z. the Stroks of the z, », m,u, w, &c. being the ſame in all, 
And the Stemmesas thoſe of the 6, f, h, k, 1, and are the ſame allowing tome ſmall Vari- 
ations conſidering the nature of the Hand which you Write, The Compaſs Letters in 
this will lead tothe Writing of thoſe in any other Hand, with conſid-ration whether 
thoſe other Hands depend more or leſs upon the Form of a Circle or Oval, OS 


An Alphabet compoſed Right, 
For Learners Profit and Delight. 
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At firſt the Breaks make rarely well, and then 


Draw with the Pens left Corner every Line 
To the whole Alphabet addreſs your Pen, 


That muſt in reaſon like to Hairs be Fine. 


Be Maſter of one Letter firſt, before Every full Stroke the Per' s fullmouth doth crave, 
' Your vain ambition leads you on to more, | And they than Hair ſtrokes heavier poize muſt 
Cleir writing is the produdt of much care, | From word to word the ſpace of (m) vetain,(have 


Prattice will make you write both faſt and fair, | That will your writing render fair and plain. 
= = | | G9 
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Go not from Hand to Hand, till Induſtry 
Preſents you with the Palm of Victory. 
Hold inyour right Arm,that Hand outward bend, 
Raiſe your Thumbs joynt, two Fingers ſtraight 
extend, 
1f you would be the firſt in Writings Race, 


it | Keep from evtravagancy Heads and Tails, 
| Art thrives moſt where Inſtruction moſt Pre- 
'Ki udils, 
Let every Letter, as in Duty bound, 
Be with his Leaders true poſition crown'd. 

. Make all your Strokes true to their forms, & find 

Thoſe Graces which moſt pleaſe the eye C mind, 
Bu No Blots nor Blurrs, nor Strokes of {ich a Race, 
li Muſt once appear, your Writing to Diſerace, 
ovals Hluſtrate Italian Letters, | 
i Aiid Secretary Hands are Circles Debtors, 
| Proportion whites or Compaſs Letters ſmall, 

With like Diameters, in one piece all,* 


Proportions mind, with every Space and Grace, | 
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| Quaint Strokes and rare Eye Charming Letters 
From a Pen mov'd with ſweet Celerity, (fly 
Raiſe fromthe Desk your hand a Span, and bear 

Lightly your hand, ſwift motion makes ſtrokes 


clear, 


| Shades againſt ſhades,lights againſt lights muſt lhe 


Free from all harſhneſs that off:;ds the eve, 
Turn not your Head n07 Body, your Book Place 
Before you even, aud Write with Clerk-like 
View well the (i) the (t) and the ſmall (Oo) (Grace 
- All other Letters from thoſe Fountains flow, 
| Where Circles are concern'd; make Rounds and 
_ = where (appear. 
| ovals ſhould ſhine, let Ege-formd Strokes 
X. Things, Pen,Paper,Ink, Knife, Hoan, provide, 


Desk, Pounce,Slate,Rule,Compaſs.& Skill beſide, 
Your Elbow mount above your Hand, and th: 

Let ſwift command of hand commendyour Pens” 
Zealows Aﬀettion, back'd with good Diredtion, - 
| Convey the Learner ſafe to Pen- Perfedtion, 


